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into flame. Two acquaintances of the Prince were particularly
unwelcome to Kirschbaum. He considered that they led his
young pupil into amusements of questionable character. One
day the whole party went on an excursion. Kirschbaum had
been in a bad temper all day. Suddenly a heated argument arose
amongst the party and insults were hurled. The Prince
endeavoured to act as peacemaker, whereupon Kirschbaum flew
into a violent rage. Quite forgetting himself and purple in the
face, he shouted at the Prince: 'You are behaving like a scoundrel/
In his anger the Geheimrat brandished his stick in the air so that
Ludwig believed he was threatening him with it. That brought
the matter to a climax; Ludwig pushed him aside and drew his
sword. Kirschbaum was startled and fell back. It was impossible
that matters could continue on their present footing. Ludwig
called Seinsheim and ordered him to hand his father a letter in
which he described the whole occurrence and asked him to recall
Kirschbaum.1 'A man who has treated me in this way cannot
remain in my entourage any longer. . . . Although he has insulted
me I do not wish to hurt him and therefore will never forget
that for more than ten years he educated me and looked after my
spiritual and bodily welfare affectionately and zealously, and that,
at heart, he is only anxious for my happiness. Do not withdraw
your favour from him/

This letter and the urgent representations of Count Seinsheim
convinced Maximilian Joseph that he must accede to his son's
request. The Geheimrat was recalled. At the farewell audience,
however, the Prince was full of kindly feeling and presented his
tutor with a magnificent ring. But he breathed more freely.
Calm reigned once more and Ludwig was able to associate with
his artists undisturbed and to give free rein to his love of collecting.
He was in no danger of spending money too freely as Kirschbaum
had declared; on the contrary, he kept very careful count and
when purchasing works of art, endeavoured to bargain and bring
down the price.

In the meantime great events were happening in the world.
Napoleon's Empire was becoming more firmly established.
France was again a monarchy, so all the countries conquered by
her and turned into republics had gradually to follow her example.
The first step in this direction was the crowning of Napoleon as
King of Italy, which took place at Milan on the 28th May, 1805.

1 Prince Ludwig to Elector Max Joseph, Rome, 9th May, 1805.   Munich H.A.